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5 enigmatic oddities go,
the Sunbeam Venezia and
Triumph Italia 2000 are
about as niche as it gets.
Based respectively on the
Humber Sceptre and the
Triumph TR3, they are part
of a short-lived genre of
British cars that were not only styled in Italy,
but also built there, More than just one-off
showstoppers, but something less than true
production models (combined Venezia/Italia
output was fewer than 600 u
beautiful and - to an extent - |
mechanically ordinary rariti
into both the contempors
with Italian styling, a
difficult to credit (and som
fondness for certain refati prosaic English
machinery of 60-plus years AE0.

In the land of zestful Fiats, sophisticated
Lancias and sporty Alfa Romeos, there was
a living to be made, it appears, from selling
Hillman Minxes and Austin A40s (supplied in
knock-down kit form) to those Italians who
simply wanted something different, Both the
Italia and Venezia bridged the gap between
coachbuilding and Semi-quantity production,
but neither it the critical mass that wou Id have

nits), they were
uxurious yef
es that tapped
ary British obsession
nd that market’s now
ewhat transient)
ly
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allowed them to compete on an ¢
with the mainstream Standard-Tr

Rootes Group models that inspired them.

Giovanni Mich 11 was to Standard
Triumph what Pininfarina represented to the

British Motor Corporation: a one stop shap for
thu]u:cﬂi|\(‘.o|ném—n|clt-ﬂ)hm;;,u atime when
all aspects of the Italian lifestyle, be it coffee
b:u.-':. turnimrr_-<|rh;sir~.|y|c5, was a blessed
relief from the post-war gloom of an England
only recently off the ration books,

_ Triumph had been out of the blocks briskly
in the early ‘505 with jts TR Sports cars, which
sold well in spite of their bug-eyed styling
rather than because of iy Projects such as the
1957 ‘n"lgn.aik-budic-{l. Michelotti penned
LJrs_ra m Car based on the TRa (plus the Zest and
twin-cam-engined Zopm Prototypes) showed
that there was an awareness of the problem
although strong American TR sales purpn.—m:m-d
ahesitancy to upsetthe stapys quo.

Enter Salvatore Ry ffino, the Naples-based

Standard-Trium phimporter, Convineced that
the TH3 looked “1og British" for local lastes
_he consulted several styling houses l{im'lurl-in!:
Lagato) be!uru commissioning Vignale to build
Mlchtl.‘jﬂtll} vision of a reimagined and more
Iu?cu:?mus fixed-head Triumph sports car, with
plansto produce P10 1000 units per year.

al footing
mph and

From top: Italia wears eye-catching knutk'oifmal
wires; iron 2- “four’ Is torquey and quite

Triumph resists body
roll but works best on
smooth roads, while the
brakes are strong. Right:
softer Vienezia is more
laid-back, with a safety
net of understeer

Turi /here the Italia 2000 was a ste
lia 2000 was first revealed at the Turin Where .]1.__.']_.\| IJL.I )
358 and production began in 1959,  two-seater withas ) i
o | headlight ~Venezia, styled and built by Tour
wore aluminium panels overthe firm

Superleggera framework, wi

e conventional nose h
mber two, which is
Ruffino’s personal
er sent to Standard-
ion, and the importer
averbal agreement from

vith Humber Sc
unitary underpinnings sent from C entr)
Touring was already I.‘sSDmhlll_\_L-; 10 'ﬂ_«pul-
Minxes and four Alpines a day for the loca

car. The fir
Triumph for evi
managed to extr

i res o q sports car
sy impressed British firm that market, and its Lh}f‘-j,;i-hl.u.l:.":("nfp 4 iprnpr—.n-'e
o Nlllm-l?.}:‘ its dealerships would stock an twin wing: m_ut.ntltd dl‘:t\;‘n'[ail]'in:‘, P
g ”“ui rléuhl'nu-.- would have been good  boot space, trimmed-
Italia. Doubtle ) E

inspire later factory v ilm-m”huimﬂdd'.l,d
Enthused by the idea of an Italian r;x ;]
Sunbeam sports saloon, J._ord Rootes SJ\V.L‘E (r
go-ahead for the Venezia in 1961 after aui:r\ui
["nuring':: 1:10-scale model. The hnLaf xlt-l
product was 11in longer than 151|?- Hum \:r ‘n:“
which it was based, and launched t_o. ,,dn t
fanfare in Venice, The prototype aFE;\\'eI ‘r::‘_
a gondola and was the first motor \]L‘ :’clle
tion anydescription to turna wheel on the 'I‘T.h.e |
San Marco. A E1400 asking price putit |;|‘
me territory as the Jaguar 2.4 and Su; _-.[:_Jsrl::
Tiger, and import duties ruled out any Briti
market for the car right from the start. e
The Venezia was l_.;undl for just over cr: rﬂ;
on 88bhp - an unexplained SP}'E]J. uh[:uﬂhnn
Sceptre. Still, itwas a u-_avtu]_SOs:\ bl_c: T
the Rootes saloon (from which it barro!

far showroom traffic, but when Leyland took
2 andard-Triumph, the new management
dtol »agreement.

.d to honour the \\:l\n_._ ;

: ale built the first 13 examples, t_he
FeT. '1111:IL-|' being constructed on a _p.rmlu‘\:[].ug
;'L ‘1|-n[u{| from Vignale by !iu!_ﬁfm. Vit
e =d badges and other detailing, full
alterec 2 icked off at the end of 1959, but
2000s (out of 350) would ever

production kic
2 s;:.:\t:].a ht-hand drive. After produ
b‘-‘h”‘l 1 1963, it took a further two y ars to
endec .mm|-|ini11f, 29 examples on the North
sell the r 2 market, where buyers proved
.-‘nmf“f"nddbh. resistant to the $5000 price-
u”dcnm[her oiuions such as leather seats,
128 F-urnhlu steering column and overdrive
: !:l;;(i'ltl:és,l that figure way beyond the $3000
:'tlm\\'ou]d have bought aTRIA.

|

|

dby 66
From tap; Rootes connection was 52:; by
Chrysler takeaver: 1600 unit needs
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front ‘screen) and came with overdrive, an oil
and re standard.

th tyres
ri 250GT doorhandles,
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‘The Italia could easily be
a baby Maserati, while the
quietly elegant Venezia

is a pleasing combination
of Lancia and Aston’

lagat.
and e

fr The Legends series gathers together some of the finest stories .

2hmet2:stp§5t 30 years of Classic & Sports Car, and if you've missed
2 editions, time is running out to bag yourself a copy.
endas,
e : sold.‘ni:l:e!r; bl EZIJ‘: Sold/mumber built 1959-'63
Construction s | box
aluminium E

e class ic fol Sl
th old. Plus, f
ere are special offers available on selected ora ||m|'Fed time only, D o
the link below or £ Editlﬂns; Slmp]y follow Max torqua Transmission four-speed manual
— scanthe QR codeto find out Transmission four spesc T il
ut more. with overt suspension: front independe
v wishbones, coil springs, telesco 3
anti-roll bar rear liv , - 40 survivorsare k ¥
oN SALE NOWI elliptic leaf spring: er-arm dampe Neither car gives 310 its origins,
a ar Y ount
Visit magsdi " Steering cam and | i v \:3 ecentamou
irect.co. s B jrums rear  Brakes drums roll bar an
COMING S0 gLl T T e — Bk o 7o) s
- ON IN TH E LEGEND : Width 5t 4 G28mm)
* Bugatti Legends (g, g 23 S SERIES: Helight 4ft5
* British Leyland Laoe €23 January) Wheelbase 8ft 5 2565™T)
* Bentley Leg, nds (on sale 27 Fepryar ) i 1258 MPE L 5.gomph 11
ends (on sale10 Aprin y 0-60mph 18 secs Top S| s 4{1{.,[}'(-1 Price new 2.5m lire Price now £100,000

Price new £1440 Price now
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p‘.",r1]f?f[110 dash tap - 1
sits high onan u(ijUsT'ib] s }Nard'

able ston: L,
the deeply Padded fron, qe?”"“?lu o
rear legroom, althougp, o lthelp

tw, S i
adults would it o, short tritjng 0l ly si?:'é

The Italia, with its big, wood.r;
wheel, is much the cosier nftl‘nr? e Stoorg,
also has luxuripys fro o by
area behind for g childor 3 dog. T Padeg
transmission tunpel is plu- T .
thereisatouch of Lotus Eli,
the instrument cluster, Which yses
dialsand switchgear with the fa
overdrive switch to the |eft of the whe 5%

Although built to the same formy, T‘:
and Venezia have different r.imraclc;ils:r
unldpr way. The [m\--slung and C|0$D.C
Triumph feels dinky next o almo

The (opg

E m
shly car- I ‘m-
3 g
€ ahout !|1f!§hapq of
! _tJ_Tlgina]'mg
mnulmrJ.n\mcg

From top: Triumph's
: 2 st anything steering needs plenty
1_m1cle'1 n. Itis smaller than itlooks, 'm-,['m : - - —_ \ of enrrection even ina
from every angle while offering cmr\in.,'\ E £ e
fore and aft around its w i R

' straight line; erisp tails:
sl . Venezia's helm is ight
< o E and lower-geared

The Italias pedals are deeply buried
thoughtfully positioned for h eel-and.-toe
Araucous, torque ¥ engine permits second-gear
starts, and you can play tunes on the 5&-9
possible ratios offered by the overdrive. wh
works in second, third and top in the not
short-throw ‘box. Pick-up is lusty in all rati
without the need to use high revs - 3500rpm s
sufficient for most open-road situations - g5
the big ‘four’ throbs and growls away to
Cruise in overdrive top and it smooths out
even onawell-surfaced road you are conscious
of trying to hold a steady course against a
natural inch or two of straight-ah
the steering, while at the same time av
the worst of the craters in the asphalts
to run out ofits limited suspension move!
It stops effortlessly - ina strui}l.:f”]
corners flat and neatly on smooth surfa

The Sunbeam is a much gentler-nal
with relatively soft suspension. 1

Clockwise from top: comfortable seats in Triumph; short-throw ge,

understeer to make brisk cornering s
unexeiting. It is much quieter tha
(you could convince ye self that g
efforts with the sound-deadening i Lo
worked), and has much more in |I| Y
head- and shoulder-room in its airy '."
Despite twin '{'.\'nll|!&':|r|||||'l.-t[u|-,\| 5
is relatively remote and prosaic-Souft®
must be worked harder than !|'-" I'-I'Il'l"_
extract performance. Changing g e S
things on the hoil is no chore, though =0
to the well-defined lever moveme!

P ird
smooth-acting overdrive an third ;
s in the low
ance to continue sHE
g
{th

automatically dise
Triumph's rel _ i
Ruffino with TR3A chassis and n

1 i Be
was likely down to the fact that ”“n.u' 1

T m
||T|[1r,|1||||r||T|I|T'||

|
1l

ings - a developme! 4
hape of the Tealia, & i
pthets

il

waiting in the v
inspired by the \ bl
designed by Michelotti, It didn't he -
of the unlucky Venezia that it neve r“
latest 17 L-:.n-.i]uu:nll full “.""“-“N:I[hn ]
found in cheaper Rootesmobiles, 8
would not have made a dramatic dll. i
What it needed was a six-cylinder Lr:u Tt
even better, a V&, What a shamée III_II_\U_:. shell
a S

fere

between the Rootes Group and Carr® &/ s
Clackwise from top. A ~ Fit Fo 2.litre VEs i » Veneil’ o
top Sun'beanaslongdoorsa'ld)cmh_-sa'tls!yin e " to fit Ford 4.2-litre V8s into 1,'.‘; ¢ takeove!

B Eearchange: Narg) wheel, neat giais in effect quashed by the Chrysle
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